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Robbinsdale Area Schools Honored as
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Robbinsdale Area Schools (Rdale) celebrated a momentous achievement on Dec. 11 as 
the district was officially named a NASA HUNCH (High
School Students United with NASA to Create Hardware) Center of Excellence. This 
designation recognizes the district’s outstanding
contributions to NASA’s project-based learning program, making it only the fourth district 
in the country to earn this prestigious title.

A Teacher’s Dedication Recognized

The ceremony also paid tribute to Luke Becker, the AHS teacher leading the HUNCH 
program. Cody Farinacci, an Engineer and HUNCH
Project Manager at NASA Glenn Research Center, commended Becker’s dedication to 
his students and the program.
"There are a lot of teachers doing great things, but Luke stands out," Farinacci said. 
"From the start, he has been committed to supporting his
students and helping other schools. He puts his heart and soul into this work because 
he knows what his students are capable of achieving.
It’s wonderful to see his efforts recognized."
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US Senator Klobuchar honors Braham High School teacher for 
winning national award 

A few students were able to speak with Klobuchar during the virtual event about 
projects that they are currently working on. Charlie Roed is a junior at Braham 
High School and Luke Gould is a senior.

They were asked by a NASA program to create a boot that can be used outside 
of the spaceship. Their design would be attached to the bottom of the boot and 
made of a tank track with magnets to stay attached to the ship. They powered it 
with a small motor on the back.

“The hardest part of this project has been trying to control the magnets, turning 
them on and off,” Gould said.

“So what’s the purpose of it? It’s on the outside of the ship? What does it do?” 
Klobuchar asked.

“Basically what it is, where if normally they do a space walk and need to set 
something on the side, our idea is essentially a boot on the bottom of their feet 
so they can drive around and stay attached to the ship and have both hands 
free and stay attached to the ship at all times,” Roed said.

After sharing the boot project that they are working on for NASA, Klobuchar 
wanted to suggest inviting them to meet with the head of NASA.

“We can find a way to bring you to Washington and you could go to NASA; I 
could arrange it. I know the head of NASA, a guy named Bill Nelson; he is a 
friend from Florida who is a former senator. We could have you meet with him, 
and we could also have you meet another senator, Mark Kelly, who is an 
astronaut — he got elected to the Senate afterwards from Arizona,” Klobuchar 
said. “It would be fun to see, have you share first-hand some of the work that 
you have done, but I just want to mostly thank you. It’s a great project, and to 
have real-world, or we’ll say real-planet, (and) lunar practical uses is what makes 
it even better.”
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A prosthctic foot lor a LIS Air lrorce pilot. ilici'oglar it1' r,rashing macilines lirr NASA. zero gravity.
intravenous drip lbr Nz\SA Hi-lNCl{ and sr:per r:rileage experimental vehicles: W}rat do these seerringly
unrelatecl items have in common? They are all creations of stuclents ol Luke Becker', a protege.
coliatrorator ancl colleague of N{ark Westlake. Luke's probiern based. S"fEN,i focussecl instruction trrings
learning to iile. It is lvir-v rve proudly recommend him to AFA ttrr N4innesota StateT-eacher of the Year.

The prosthetic lbot L-uke ancl his students huilt lcrr a L.lS Air Force pilot u,itir ph1'sicai issues is nou, use'd
by top paraly'mpic skiers. 'I'hat experience brought him to tire attention of NASA. which souglrt his
prr:posals 1'or other"hai'dlr.are projects via it's HLhiCl{ program. {-uke sought ancl rvas awarded a
Lemelson-MlT InvenTeam grant in the an:ount of $10,000 to have his students create a nricrogravit.v
u'ashing machine fbt ltiASA. to come up r.vith an eitective wa),to rtash clothes on long-teriu space
tnissions in an environment rvhere air ancl r.vater don't mir ailci soap can't be tised,

I visited Luke's classroom, workshop and lab atArmstrong High School in Plymouth, MN - a suburb of
Minneapolis. I watched him lead his classes throughout most of a school day. His tech - engineering
classes are more like college seminars. His sfudents choose a problem to work on for the semester. Each
has his/her own work station with CAD software. Luke provides advice and guidance, rather than
teaching authoritatively from front of room. Luke says, "We don't build widgets here. If it doesn't have
a pu{pose, we don't do it."

Luke wants to create solutions for actual problems and give students a purpose for what they are
designing, building or inventing. Becker teaches his students to see the possibilities, to set big goals. He
provides opportunities - through hands-on, project- based learning - for students to reach levels of
potential they never thought possible. With that objective, Becker has created a program that encourages
them to explore and compete.

Luke is a whirlwind of constant action. He is a financial rainmaker to fund lab equipment and travel.
Every six weeks he travels with his students to NASA in Houston to interact with HLINCH, its scientists
and engineers. They all travel together for competitions around the globe. In international technology
competitions, Becker's students have beaten teams from Cal Poly, Texas A&M and Louisiana Tech. His
students see their classroom experience as a gateway to careers in technology fields.

Erick Norby, principal of Armstrong High School, stopped in during my visit to Luke's lab. Norby
stressed howArmstrong's finances are strained. But he said Luke had his administration's full support.
They want Luke to keep doing what he is doing. The school knows they have something special in Luke
Becker. It will find a way to fund his program and its needs. With Luke's Mark Westlake connection,
intellectual ideas, curiosity and electricity flow. And funding wil continue to be available to enable
Luke's extraordinary program to continue and flourish to benefit students at Arrnstrong High School .

Sincerely,

Lawrence SagstJtter

,{"furL/*
Minnesota State President ofAFA


	Chapter Aerospace/STEM Teacher of the Year
	Nomination Form
	Guidelines and Criteria
	Award

	Chapter Teacher of the Year Nomination Form
	Chapter Information
	Teacher Information
	School Information
	Nomination Package Checklist
	Chapter President Endorsement


